Text: 1 Samuel 18 Grace Bible Church
January 10, 2010 John Kiningham

Everybody Loves David
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Positively: living for God’s kingdom - the actions of Jonathan

Ifyou desire to live for God’s kingdom then love the Lord’s anointed by committing to him (1—3)

Ifyou desire to live for God’s kingdom then disregard your own reputation and position and give
to him (4)

If you desire to live for God’s kingdom then rejoice in its success regardless of who receives the
credit (5)

Negatively: living for your own kingdom - the actions of Saul

Ifyou desire to live for your own kingdom it will lead to anger and suspicion towards others who
receive more attention (6—9)

Ifyou desire to live for your own kingdom it will lead to evil actions against others who threaten
your kingdom (10—11)

Ifyou desire to live for your own kingdom it will lead to the abandonment of relationships
(12—16)

Ifyou desire to live for your own kingdom it will lead to manipulation of people and circumstances
(17—30)



GBC Application Questions

Grace Bible Church desires that you respond to this sermon by believing the gospel, obeying the Savior,

and discipling the world for the glory of God. Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these questions

and praying throughthei ssues will help you further meditate u
can be done.

1. First Samuel 18:1 continues the David v. Goliath narrative. What do you think it was about David that
drew Jonathan to him so deeply? What do you see from Jonathan’s life that paralleled David’s life that
formed the foundation of their friendship? (Take a close look at 1 Samuel 14)

2. Inlooking at verses 1—4, what are additional ways Jonathan teaches us to deny ourselves and live for
God’s kingdom? What are additional ways available to us today in order to live for God’s kingdom and
His anointed one?

3. Inverses 6—9 we see the rejoicing of the women and them using David and Saul in comparison to one
another. If Saul had responded righteously to those lyrics, what should have been Saul’s response?

4. Itis clear that Saul becomes very jealous of David which then leads to suspicion and then to attempted
murder. Does this pattern look familiar to you? Where else in Scripture do you see this same pattern
(more than one place!)? How do we guard against allowing jealousy to take hold of our own hearts?

5. In what ways can we manipulate people in order to advance our own kingdom? How do we justify our
manipulation of others? What are some practical ways that we can learn from this chapter in order to
avoid falling prey to the desire to establish our own little kingdoms? What other verses in Scripture
do you find helpful?

6. Extra credit question..what does the writer reveal about Saul multiple times in this chapter, but yet
does not divulge in regard to David? (Look specifically in verses 8—9, 11—12, 15, 17, 21, 25, 28—29)
Why do you think the writer does that?
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