
  

Text: 1 Samuel 16               Grace Bible Church 
December 6, 2009          John Kiningham 

Found: Hope in Life in God’s Purposes 

 
 

1) Being engaged in God’s purposes provides hope because they have yet to be fulfilled (1—3) 
 
 

a. God’s purposes include His Provision (1) 
 
 
 

b. God’s purposes include His Protection (2a) 
 
 
 

c. God’s purposes include His Preparation (2b—3)  
 
 
 

2) Being engaged in God’s purposes provides hope because they are accomplished by unlikely 

means (4—13) 

 
 

a. His purposes are accomplished by Divine Wisdom (4—10) 
 
 
 

b. His purposes are accomplished by Weak Vessels (11—12) 
 
 
 

c. His purposes are accomplished by Divine Power (13) 
 
 

 
3) Being engaged in God’s purposes provides hope because of the assurance of His presence in 

fulfilling them (14—23) 

 
 

a. His presence goes before us providing the opportunity for our service (14—18)  
 
 
 

b. His presence goes with us preparing us for the service opportunity (19—23) 
 
 
 
 



  

GBC Application Questions 
Grace Bible Church desires that you respond to this sermon by believing the gospel, obeying the Savior, and 
discipling the world for the glory of God.  Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these questions and praying 
through the issues will help you further meditate upon God’s Word in order to see how this can be done. 
 

1. If you were to sit down with someone over a cup of coffee and they asked you, “Where do you find the 
hope to go on another day?” what would you say?  How would you explain the hope that you have in God’s 
purposes and how it affects what you do day in and day out? 

              
              
               
 

2. Why was Samuel mourning?  Do you think he was right to mourn for his friend Saul?  What phrase in verse 
1 tells us why God rebuked Samuel for his mourning?  Is there a way to discern when mourning is 
appropriate and when it is out of place and causes one to become ‘sidetracked’? 

              
               
               
 

3. Read verses 2 and 3.  What is the difficulty that arises from these two verses?  Are you surprised by the 
Lord’s solution to Samuel’s fear?  What might you have expected from Samuel?  From the Lord? 

              
              
               
 

4. Read 16:7.  Why is God rebuking Samuel?  What was Samuel doing?  What principle does that teach us 
about appearance vs. the heart?  How can we guard ourselves from doing the very thing Samuel did? 

              
              
               
 

5. Skim through chapter 16 and write down all the ways the author describes David.  What strikes you about 
the way the author describes him?   

              
              
               
 

6. Think back in your life and think of how God has been faithful to go before you in decisions you made.  Can 
you see how the Lord has governed your life to get you where you are today?  How does contemplating 
God’s past faithfulness provide hope for the future? 

              
              
               
 
7. What are God’s purposes in this world?  How are you living in light of them? 

              
              
               


