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Mercy for the Merciless

1) Showing mercy is often missed by people because of their ‘rights’ (1—4)

2) Showing mercy is often opposed by friends (5—7)

3) Showing mercy is often used to demonstrate innocence (8—15)

a. Mercy requires a heart of humility (8)

b. Mercy requires a respectful attitude (9—11)

c. Mercy requires a trust in God’s promises (12—15)

4) Showing mercy is often used by God to convict others (16—22)




GBC Application Questions

Grace Bible Church desires that you respond to this sermon by believing the gospel, obeying the Savior,
and discipling the world for the glory of God. Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these questions
and praying through the issues will help you further meditate upon God’s Word in order to see how this
can be done.

Read through the first 7 verses of chapter 24. Why do you think David’s men were so adamant that it was the Lord
who brought the circumstances to pass? Why did they think those circumstances meant it was the moment to kill
Saul? How did David eventually view the circumstances? What does that teach us about discerning God’s will
through circumstances?

What benefit does the writer want us to see in the life of David because he spared Saul? Why was his choice to
demonstrate mercy so important for the position he was going to be in?

How did Saul in 24:16—21 describe David’s actions? What specific words did he use to describe what David did
for him? What did Saul say would happen to David because of the fact that he showed him mercy? Do you think
that was a reminder of God’s promise to David to encourage David? Why or why not?

Why do you think David didn’t go back with Saul? Verse 22 says that they went their separate directions. Why do
you think that was the case?

What is required for someone today to truly live a life of showing mercy towards others? How does the gospel
impact one’s thinking in the whole area of showing mercy?

Can you think of someone in your life that you could or you should demonstrate mercy to? Someone at work? At
school? In your family or neighborhood? In what way? How can your parenting become more merciful while still
obeying the Lord in disciplining your child(ren)?
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