
  

Text:  1 Samuel 27—28:2                Grace Bible Church 
April 11, 2010           John Kiningham 

Fear or Faith?  Which One are You Living By? 

 
 
 
 

1) Living by fear of man instead of faith in God leads to irrational decisions (27:1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) Living by fear of man instead of faith in God adversely affects others (27:2—4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Living by fear of man instead of faith in God is still under the sovereign control of God (27:5—7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4) Living by fear of man instead of faith in God is not an isolated problem (27:8—11)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5) Living by fear of man instead of faith in God is living a life of hypocrisy (27:12—28:2) 
 

 
 
 

 
 



  

GBC Application Questions 
Grace Bible Church desires that you respond to this sermon by believing the gospel, obeying the Savior, 
and discipling the world for the glory of God.  Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these questions 
and praying through the issues will help you further meditate upon God’s Word in order to see how this 
can be done. 
 

1.  If you would have been standing with David in 1 Samuel 27:1 and he would have said out loud to you what he was 
thinking in his heart in that particular verse, what would you have said to him?  How would you have addressed 
David’s fear?  What assurance of God’s faithfulness would have reminded him of? 

              
              
              
               
 

2. Because of David’s decision based upon fear 600 other men and their families move from Israel to Ziklag and live 
there for a year and four months.  Can you think of a time when a decision you made was based upon fear of man?  
Who was affected by that decision?   

              
              
               
               
 

3. Jesus said in Matthew 10:28, “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who 
can destroy both soul and body in hell.”  Why is the fear of the Lord so important in our lives?  How does it help us?  
If someone were to ask you, “What does fearing the Lord look like?” what would you say? 

              
              
               
               
 

4. What fear(s) do you currently struggle with?  Is there someone in particular that strikes fear in your heart?  How 
can you address that fear biblically and grow in your fear of the Lord? 

              
              
              
               
 

5. What are some ways that you could guard yourself from decision making out of fear of men?  What means of grace 
has the Lord provided to us in order to keep our focus on him and not on the up and down fears in our hearts? 

              
              
              
               
 

6. How does an understanding of the gospel confront our fears?  How should living the gospel ease our fears and 
bring us great comfort?  

              
              
              
               

 
This week’s Bible Reading: 

Sunday, April 11: 
Joshua 10:1τ11:23 
Luke 7:36τ8:3 

Monday, April 12: 
Joshua 12:1τ13:33 
Luke 8:4τ21 

Tuesday, April 13: 
Joshua 14:1τ15:63 
Luke 8:22τ39 

Wednesday, April 14: 
Joshua 16:1τ18:28 
Luke 8:40τ56  

Thursday, April 15: 
Joshua 19:1τ20:9 
Luke 9:1τ17  

Friday, April 16: 
Joshua 21:1τ22:34 
Luke 9:18τ36  

Saturday, April 17: 
Joshua 23:1τ24:33 
Luke 9:37τ56 

Sunday, April 18: 
Judges 1:1τ2:23 
Luke 9:57τ10:16 

 


