
  

Text:  1 Samuel 28:3—25                Grace Bible Church 
April 18, 2010           John Kiningham 

Abandoned to Despair 

 
 
 
 
1) Don’t live like Saul and abandon God because in desperate times God will not respond as a 

consultant (3—6) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Don’t live like Saul and abandon God because in desperate times it will lead to pragmatic 

measures (7—10) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) Don’t live like Saul and abandon God because in desperate times God will be your worst enemy 

(11—19)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Don’t live like Saul and abandon God because in desperate times God will abandon you to your 

own despair (20—25) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

GBC Application Questions 
Grace Bible Church desires that you respond to this sermon by believing the gospel, obeying the Savior, 
and discipling the world for the glory of God.  Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these questions 
and praying through the issues will help you further meditate upon God’s Word in order to see how this 
can be done. 
 

1. When we say that ‘Saul abandoned God’, what exactly does that mean?  What in Saul’s life demonstrated 
the fact that he had abandoned God?  What would be evidence(s) today of the fact that someone has 
abandoned God?  

              
              
               
               
 

2. For whatever reason Saul thought that he still had access to the counsel of God, which is demonstrated 
by the fact that he sought him (28:6).  He then discovered that God was against him.  How can we avoid 
finding ourselves in a similar situation?  What means of grace have been provided to us so that we can 
know where we stand with the Lord? 

              
              
               
               
 

3. When Saul did not get a response from God, he resorted to other means of counsel.  While we might not 
be tempted to run down to our local ‘witch’ and get our palms read, in what ways are tempted to seek 
counsel or wisdom outside of God’s means?   

              
              
              
               
 

4. There is some debate as to who was brought up by the witch of En-dor.  Look at verses 11—20.  What 
indicators are in the text that points to the fact that it was Samuel himself whom the Lord allowed to be 
brought back? 

              
              
              
               
 

5. If someone came to you frightened that they were going to end up like Saul, what would say to them?  Is 
there a way we can possess peace now, or is peace not obtainable in this life?  What promises have been 
offered to mankind today?  

              
              
              
               
 
 

 
This week’s Bible Reading: 

Sunday, April 18: 
Judges 1:1τ2:23 
Luke 9:57τ10:16 

Monday, April 19: 
Judges 3:1τ4:24 
Luke 10:17τ37 

Tuesday, April 20: 
Judges 5:1τ6:40 
Luke 10:38τ11:13 

Wednesday, April 21: 
Judges 7:1τ8:35 
Luke 11:14τ36  

Thursday, April 22: 
Judges 9:1τ57 
Luke 11:37τ54  

Friday, April 23: 
Judges 10:1τ11:40 
Luke 12:1τ21  

Saturday, April 24: 
Judges 12:1τ14:20 
Luke 12:22τ40 

Sunday, April 25: 
Judges 15:1τ17:13 
Luke 12:41τ59 

 


