Text: Romans 1:16-17 Grace Bible Church
July 18,2010 Russ Collins

Not Ashamed of the Gospel

Background/Introduction

Reason 1- Because all the world is in desperate need of salvation. (The Bad News)

Because of our sin and unrighteousness, all the world is condemned (guilty) before a holy and righteous
God. (supported by Romans 1:18-3:20)

Some definitions:

Righteousness:

- The state or condition of perfectly conforming to God’s perfect law and holy character. (John MacArthur)

- The attribute of God whereby he always acts in accordance with what is right and is himself the final standard of

what is right. (Wayne Grudem)

Wrath:

- Wrath is the holy revulsion of God’s being against that which is contradiction of his holiness. (John Murray)

- The attribute of God whereby he intensely hates all sin. (Wayne Grudem)

Justification:

- Aninstantaneous legal act of God in which he (1) thinks of our sins as forgiven and Christ’s righteousness as
belonging to us, and (2) declares us to be righteous in his sight. (Wayne Grudem)

Propitiation:

- Asacrifice that bears God’s wrath to the end and in so doing changes God’s wrath toward us into favor. (Wayne

Grudem)




Reason 2 — Because God imputes His own righteousness to those who

believe and put their

faith in Jesus Christ. (The Good News)

John Piper - “In the gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed in the sense th

at we see it being given

to sinners so that we are justified — have a right standing with God. What we can’t provide on our own,

God imputes to us so that we are forgiven and acquitted and justified before Hi

What is this righteousness of God?

m"

What can we learn from Romans 3:21-26 about this divine and eternal righteousness (a

God-sent, God-given righteousness)?

(1) Itis not obtained through the works of the law. (Romans 3:21)

(2) Itis obtained through faith in Jesus Christ. (Romans 3:22a)

(3) Itis available for all who believe. (Romans 3:22b-23)

(4) Itis declared by God by His grace as a gift. (Romans 3:24a)

(5)
Z25a)

It is made available through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:24b
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